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SEATTLEITES MARCH AND SU
STUDENTS TAKE TO OLYMPIA
TO ADVOCATE FOR THE BLACK















A "DAMN; GOOD ALBUM FROM
KENDRICK UMAR
SEATTLE U SHOWS SUPPORT AND
“TAKES BACK THE NIGHT"




WRITERS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS ARE
WELCOME TO OUR ASSIGNMENT MEETINGS
EVERY MONDAY AT 7 P.M. IN THE CAMPION
BASEMENT.
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS BEFORE
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VP PENCE SENDS WARNING TO NORTH
KOREA -Mike Pence has issued a warning to
North Korea saying to not test the United States’
resolve. North Korea should not test “the strength
of the armed forces of the United States in this
region,” Mr. Pence declared while in the South
Korean capital. Pence also paid a visit to South
Korea; stopping at the demilitarization zone that
divides the two countries. The U.S. is also looking
at the Chinese government to see if they may be
able to help control the actions of their neighbor.
“There’s a lot of economic and political pressure
points that I think China can utilize,” White
House Press Secretary Sean Spicer, said at his
daily briefing. China has already cutback coal and
seafood imports from NorthKorea.
US DROPS BOMB IN AFGHANISTAN,
FOREIGN AFFAIRS ACTIONS QUICKEN—
On Thursday, April 13, the United States dropped
what is said to be the most powerful conventional
bomb in the U.S. arsenal, known as the Mother
of All Bombs (MOAB) on an Islamic State cave
complex in Afghanistan. President Trump had
given additional authority on the Pentagon in his
first month in office to which he says will help
defeat the Islamic State more quickly. Trump has
not said whether he approved the dropping of
the GBU-43/B Massive Ordnance Air Blast. The
pentagonhas yet topublicly determinethenumber
of casualties that occurred from the bombing. A
separate attack occured on Tuesday in Syria near
the town ofTabqah. It was the third American-led
airstrike within a one-month period.
FNENS
TURKEY FACES LARGE POLITICAL CHANGES-
On Sunday, April 16 the Turkish government won
by a slim majority the approval to begin a new
political system that will give President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan leadership starting in 2019. Many
of Turkey’s opposition parties are demanding
a recount after a 51.3 to 48.7 percent win. The
opposing parties justified theirreasoning with the
claim that as many as three million votes lacked
an official stamp and these votes should be invalid.
President Trump called President Erdogan to
congratulate him on his victory a day later. A
failed coup attempt against Erdogan occurred
in July which was followed by the president and
his officials going on to arrest 45,000 people and
firing or suspending another 130,000.
GROWING VIOLENCE TOWARD LGBTQ
COMMUNITY IN RUSSIA —After weeks of
reported discriminatory violence, United Nation
Experts have demanded the Chechen Republic
within Russia, known as Chechnya, to stop the
abduction, beating and killing of gay and bisexual
men. “These are acts of persecution and violence
on an unprecedented scale in the region,” said
a statement from a panel of five advisers of the
United Nations Human Rights Council. Most of
the abuse was reported to have taken place at an
unofficial detention center in a town near Grozny,
the Chechen capital. Since last month, reports have
circulated that local militias and security forces
have been hunting down, detaining and abusing
men they perceived to be gay or bisexual. “Ifsuch
people existed in Chechnya, law enforcement
would not have to worry about them, as their
own relatives would have sent them to where
they could never return,” said a spokesperson for
Ramzan Kadyrov, Head of the Chechen Republic.
PRISON HUNGER STRIKE IN ISRAEL
DEVELOPS-A hunger strike in Israel has
more 5,000 Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails
demanding more family visits, an end to solitary
confinement, better health care and greater
access to education. Prisoners say they will
not end the hunger strike until their demands
had been met. Additionally, more than 1,000
Palestinians took to the streets to demand for
better living conditions. Protesters occupied
the West Bank and Gaza and slowly begin to
grow in size over time. Marwan Barghouti, a
prominent prisonerand figurehead who has often
been referred to as the future Palestinian leader,
led the protest.
NEW DETAILS EMERGE ON PRINCE’S DEATH,
OPIOID USE-Newly released court documents
covering the investigation on the singer Prince’s
death determinepolice discovered aspirin bottles
filled with opiates at the decedent’s home. The
singer was known for suffering with chronic hip
pain and investigators discovered large amount
of narcotic painkillers, some of which were
allegedly not prescribed and hid over-the-counter
vitamins. Prince was found dead in the elevator
of his home on April 21, 2016 after he ingested a
fatal amount of fentanyl. Investigations continue
to find the extent of the singer’s prescription drug
addiction, his using habits and who may have
been responsible for providing Prince a large
amount ofmedication.
Erika can be reached at
esilva@su-spectator.com.
4
SURVIVORS SPEAK OUT AT ‘TAKE BACK THE NIGHT’
Josh Merchant
Staff Writer
In light of the national discussion
surrounding domestic violence and
sexual assault, Health and Wellness
Crew (HAWC), in partnership with
Survivor Support Network (SSN),
hosted Seattle University’s Take .Back
the Night on Wednesday in an attempt
to create community and healing
for survivors.
The night started off with an
event called “Taking Action,”
where local organizations provided
information about the resources
available to survivors and allies.
These organizations included both
off-campus groups like Gay City, as
well as on-campus resources such as
HAWC, SSN and Green Dot.
As for what these organizations
do, some, like SSN, seek primarily to
empower survivors after violence has
already occurred.
“SSN is a survivor-led organization
that focuses on building community
around survivors, but then also
creating a campus climate where
staff, faculty, students, all understand
what it means to support survivors
in various ways,” said senior social
work major and SSN co-founder Greg
Osberg. “The programming extends
to everything including awareness
events...and also healing spaces like
this, Take Back the Night.”
While SSN, which was founded
this fall, seeks to empower survivors
and provide resources after, violence
occurs, Green Dot focuses on
empowering bystanders to prevent
dating violence and sexual assault.
“If you imagine a map of SU’s
campus, and if every time an act of
power-based personal violence would
show up on our map as a red dot,”
said HAWC Director of Wellness and
Health Promotion Ryan Hamachek.
“Every time there was a sexual assault,
a red dot would show up on our map.
Every time a student experienced
dating violence, that would show up
as a red dot on our map, or every time
a student’s stalked, it shows up as a red
dot on our map.”
“We have the power / We have the right / The streets are ours / Take Back the Night!” tess RISK! • THE spectator
Supporters and organizers chanted as theymarched across campus on Wednesday.
Hamachek explained that Green
Dot aims to replace those red dots
with green dots, which means violence
was prevented.
In order to prevent power-based
personal violence, Green Dot provides
training for community members,
and particularly students who have
been nominated by their peers.
After “Taking Action,” about two
dozen attendees marched around
campus, followed by a series of
speakers, an open-mic portion and a
candlelit vigil.
The speakers included some
survivors of power-based violence,
who wanted to both share their
experiences and help other survivors
understandhow best to process many
of these experiences.
“I spent a very long time blaming
myself,” said slam poet Rio Chanae.
“Not understanding that assault is
only ever your abuser’s fault, and
never yours, no matter what you did,
what you drank, how late you were
out, what you were wearing. It’s such
an incredibly isolating feeling.”
Survivor Support Network co-
founder Kayla Todd shared similar
sentiments with the audience.
“I can’t possibly express everything
I would like to tell you tonight, but
I’ll start with this: I believe you,” Todd
said. “Your experiences are valid and
you are not alone. All of our narratives
may vary, but one aspect is consistent:
This shouldn’t have been a part of our
lives. But here we are now, together in
this room, and that’s important.”
Todd went on to describe her
personal experience with abuse and
domestic violence.
“A lot of people don’t conceptualize
their experiences as domestic violence
until after the relationship ends,” she
said. “I’m only going to talk to you
about one of my abusers tonight, and
this was the reality for me when I was
with him. Despite having been in an
abusive relationship before, for my
entire relationship withthis man, I just
thought I was dating a shitty person.”
After coming forward with
her experiences, Todd said she
encountered some harmful responses
from some friends.
“Some of my friends were really
good at minimizing after I told
them about my experiences with my
abuser,” she said. “I think this served
two functions for them. One, if it
wasn’t actually rape and it didn’t really
count, they didn’thave to deal with the
knowledge that I, someone they cared
about, had been hurting for so long.
And two, if it wasn’t actually rape and
it didn’t really count, they didn’t have
APRIL 19. 2017
to deal with the knowledge that they
were friends with a rapist.”
As for the responses she found
helpful, she said that her friends were
most supportive when they respected
her decisions.
“Survivors have had enough choices
takenaway from them,” she said. “The
last thing we need is for our friends
to try to do the same, no matter how
good the intentions are.”
After all of the speakers finished,
there was an open-mic portion;
with survivors speaking about their
experiences to the crowd. The night
closed with a vigil, with attendees
lighting candles, meditating, praying
or talking to members of HAWC.
“A lot of people don’t think about
these issues ever touching their lives,
but they touch all of us in some way,
whether or not that’s you or a friend,”
Osberg said. “And it’s important to
recognize that and make this campus
more accessible for the people in your
life who have those experiences and
hold thatnarrative.”
Josh may be reached at
jmerchant@su-spectator.com
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SHEDDING LIGHT ON MINORITIES IN THE MEDIA THROUGH FILMMAKING
Carlos Cervantes
StaffWriter
Whether or not you consider
yourself involved in media, there is
a high chance that you have been
involved in a conversation about it.
In film, controversial releases like
“Ghost in the Shell” and “The Great
Wall” have driven conversations on
whitewashing, while Oscar-winner
“Moonlight” was almost not awarded.
Meanwhile in advertising, the efforts
of Black Lives Matter were packaged
and reframed to sell more product
for Pepsi, while also trivializing the
movements struggle. These and many
other incidents may be different in
the specifics but have one important
thing in common: they relate to the
representation, or lack thereof, of
disempowered groups in society.
“Media representations of minority
groups in mainstream U.S. media
tends to move from absence of any
representation, to simple—often
negative—representation with only
one or two elements of identity being
presented to an audience, to more
complex and nuanced representations
that take into account multiple,
intersecting elements of identity,”
said communications professor
Rick Malleus.
Blanket Fort Films, in association
with the Northwest Film Forum, is
aiming to capture this phenomenon
and the media environment
surrounding it in their upcoming
presentation, “Checking the Gate:
Representation in Media,” presented
at the Northwest Film Forum
ofApril 26.
The event will be led by Kela
Hall, founder and CEO of the KD
Hall- Foundation, who previously
served as the Secretary of the Seattle
Association of Black Journalists.
Hall will deconstruct how women,
people of color and the LGBTQ
community are portrayed in media
and the impacts that these portrayals
have on their daily lives. The content
of the presentation will combine
media literacy and history with
advocacy in an effort to educate and
empower viewers.
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“This month’s symposium takes
more of a social justice perspective
from its presenter, Kela Hall,” said
Brody Willis, Executive Director
for Blanket Fort Films. “It will seek
to answer why LGBTQLAs, POC
and women are still relegated to the
margins of media, both behind and in
front of the lens.”
Willis, along with the rest of Blanket
Fort Films, are tightly connected to
the subject of this presentation. As
a non-profit film production group,
their goal is to help people with these
identities produce their own content
and tell their stories.
Blanket Fort Films lends out its
talent and equipment at little to no cost
to members of these communities,
and is also staffed by LGBTQ, POC
and female-identified film crews.
As such, while “Checking the Gate”
may be different from the type of
content they usually present, it is
veryrelevant to their values and goals
as an organization.
The event will open tothepublic with
free admission, making it accessible
to students at Seattle University. It
presents the opportunity to reinforce
classroom discussions on race, gender,
sexuality and their intersection with
the media.
Though these are all subjects many
students at Seattle U are familiar
with, it is not every day that we see
them discussed en masse. Checking
the Gate will not only provide the
opportunity to discuss topics one
may not see inside the classroom,
but will also engage with the broader
Seattle community, presenting its
unique perspectives.
* “As someone who identifies as
a queer woman of color, I would
be interested in attending this
event,” said Jelly Rivera, third year
strategic communications major.
“Representation of POC and LGBTQ
folks in the media are not emphasized
in most of my classes. The classes
I’ve taken tend to focus on standard
themes, like crisis management
and communication writing. This
event seems like an opportunity
to learn about communication in
a new perspective.”
Though “Checking the Gate”
promises to be a very effective
resource for learning about minorities
in the media, it does not have to be
one’s first and final exposure to the
subject. There are many other means
through which students can prepare
for and add on to the content of
the presentation.
“Students should remember that
the U.S. media are but one source
of information from which they get
information about different minority
groups.” Malleus said. “Our social
networks, on and offline, help us filter
and process the mainstream media
images we consume, so students
should keep in mind that their
peers, friends and family are also
part of the filters through which we
come to know things about different
minority groups.”
“Checking the Gate” will take
place at the Northwest Film Forum
on Wednesday, April 26. For more
information, on “Checking the Gate,”
visit www.facebook.com/bff4evrr/.
Carlos may be reached at
ccervantes@su-spectator.com
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Trumps 100th day in office, Governor
Jay Inslee stopped by Seattle University
Wednesday night to talk about current
events and the future ofpublic service
in the Trump era. Everyone from
climate change activists to concerned
Seattle citizens gathered in Pigott
Auditorium to open conversations
about the current political climate.
Christina Patterson, a 2001
Seattle U graduate, attended the
talk to hear what Inslee had to say
about immigration and to get a
gubernatorial perspective on the state
of affairs. Concerning immigration,
Inslee discussed Washington States
responsibility as a sanctuary state and
his individual duty to be honest with
folks suffering from the travel ban.
His technique for dealing with
immigration issues is to be truthful, be
a good listener, practice transparency
and be honest with people when
you can’t help them. Inslee outlined
his technique but also spoke against
Trump’s orders and pledged that
Washington will remain a place
that welcomes people of all faiths,
nationalities and circumstances.
During Inslee’s visit, a group
called 350 Seattle was holding up
signs during the talk that read, “NO
METHANOL” in opposition to a
proposed pipeline that would run
through Columbia River should it
be approved. In response, Inslee was
extremely honest answering audience
questions about climate change and
the proposed pipeline construction.
Although Inslee expressed that he
wanted to discuss this issue further,
Inslee shared that he is prohibited
from discussing permits because
of his position on the board that
decides whether or not to complete
its construction.
Nick MaGruder from 350 Seattle
was holding one of the signs. He was
concerned about climate change and
cautious about “Fake greennatural gas
projects.” He said Seattle is seen as the
“greenest state in the country,” but said
himself and other Washingtonians
NICK TURNER • THE SPECTATOR
Washington State Governor Jay Inslee took a few jabs at the White House administration when he spoke in Pigott
Auditorium last Wednesday.
he knows think the state could
be doing more.
MaGruder expressed that Inslee
could’ve expanded more on opposing
new fossil fuel projects, addressing
pipeline leaks, and fracking—and he
wasn’t alone. Audience members were
eager for Inslee to say more about
stopping pipeline construction, but he
kept repeating that he is legally bound
and cannotdisclose information about
where the board was in the process of
making a decision.
Instead, he talked about tools to
combat climate change that are within
his power. Inslee discussed alternate
ways to produce plastic other than
using coal, all the while pointing
out how hard it is to, turn away
from plastic in an era where nearly
every object and device has plastic
in or on it.
Inslee then discussed a bill he
wants to pass that would install
more solar panels in the state aiid
would additionally open up some
job possibilities. The bill is one of
Inslees combat tools to reduce carbon
pollution in Washington.
Inslee shared one of his goals to
reduce carbon emissions to the level
they were in the 1990s. One of the
ways he proposed to do this would
be to require fossil fuel corporations
to get a permit that would have to
be renewed yearly based on carbon
emission output levels; this is called
the “Clean Air Rule” and Inslee is
urging the legislature to pass it.
On a different note, the
homelessness crisiswas also discussed
heavily throughout the night. More
specifically, the mental health issues
that affect people experiencing
homelessness, especially youth. Inslee
discussed a plan ofaction to help solve
homelessness, which is to first create
a preventative system rather than a
reactive one, then rebuild the state
hospital system. Finally, he suggested
the state builds a community-based
support system for people exiting the
mental health care system.
Inslee noted the mental health
issues many homeless individuals
experience and acknowledged how
difficult it is for them to get adequate
health care. Inslee’s proposed plan
will work to prevent youth from
experiencing homelessness. Even if
APRIL 19. 2017
some of the repercussions could not
be avoided, there would be a plan to
support those people.
Wednesday night’s agenda was set
up to discuss current political policies
and address citizens’ concern for
America’s future under Trump. When
tensions got high in the night, Inslee
expressed to the audience, “When
you’re going through hell, keep going.”
The editormay be reached at
news@su-spectator.com
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MAJOR CHANGES TO SEATTLE U COMMUNICATIONS DEGREES
Madeline Mesa
Staff Writer
For over 20 years, the Seattle University
communications department has
consisted of three unique majors:
journalism, communications and
strategic communications. But now,
the department has decided to merge
the three branches underneath
the umbrella of “Communications
Studies,” with an emphasis in
either strategic communications
or journalism.
“We took the last two years to
really think about what we wanted
to do, and we decided to go from
three majors now into one to reflect
the convergence that we think is
happening,” said Chris Paul, chair of
the communications department. “We
thought it would be best for students
in any institution if we combined it
into an unified force.”
The department originally began
seeking change after more and
more students began demonstrating
the demand for more classes that
intersected within the department,
rather than just their own major.
“The primary impetus was student
choice, we felt like our students
weren’t able to do the kinds of things
that they were coming to us for. Fewer
and fewer students were identifying as
solely one of these three majors. They
were seeing connections before we
were,” Paul said. “So we did some deep
thinking about what made the most
sense for us and our students and this
is what we landed on.”
Paul feels these changes will have
positive budgetary effects on the
department by streamlining the
funding for each major into one
dynamic program. As for how the
faculty and staff of the department
deduced what needed to change,
they talked with both students and
employers to discover what kinds
of courses would be most beneficial
to the student.
“The primary force behind it was
the faculty members who opted into
the process of redesigning the major,”
Paul said.
8 NEWS
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Three majors in the CommunicationsDepartment will become one.
Inaddition to the help offaculty and
professors, students are also getting
involved by creating marketing
strategies for the new changes.
“Our main goal is to just get all
the information necessary in front of
everybody that we can so that May 8,
when registrations starts, everybody
is making informed decisions
about the new major,” said Charlie
James Naughton, a senior strategic
communications major and member
of PR team.
“It’s going to looklike Facebookposts
to the communications department
pages, to different class year pages;
it’s going to look like info sessions,
so hopefully we’re going to have one
or two in the coming weeks before
registration, and I think we’re going to
tryand do some class visits just so that
we can get freshman and sophomores
who need this information going
forward,” Naughton said, describing
how students will learn about the
new program.
“We’re going to be focusing on
outreach to existing students,”
then we’re going to pivot and start
addressing possible incoming
students and prospective students, so
going after freshman, pre-majors, or
transfer students, or even prospective
Seattle University students.”
As for practical changes for current
and incoming corfimunications
students, , Paul said all incoming
students will be enrolled in the new
major, while current students will
keep the degree title they have worked
toward already.
“The new catalog will be on the
new major website and then they’ll
see two changes, the first thing is
we’re going from CMJR, to CFME,
which is communications and media,
and then there will be new course
titles,” Paul said.
Paul also mentioned the possibility
of adding more specializations to the
major. “We’re still kind of figuring
those out, something we’ve talked
about is digital communication and
political communication.”
Although these changes are
important for the student’s education,
there are still many communications
majors confused over what will be
on their next quarter’s registration.
“To be honest, I’m not entirely sure
what [the changes] consist of. I feel
like communications is a prettybroad
area of study so maybe it’s good to
merge,” said sophomore journalism
student Logan O’Neil. “I sort of heard
it through the grapevine.”
O’neil’s case isn’t unique.
“As far as I know, there’s been two
emails that have been student-facing
from Chris Paul mentioning the
transitions,” Naughton said.
Despite a lack of initial
communication from the
communications department, faculty
and students of the new major will
be returning to Seattle U in the
fall with new courses and a new
approach to their curriculum. More
information can be found on the
communication major webpage on the
university website.
Maddy may be reached at
mmesa@su-spectator.com
SU STUDENTS, COMMUNITY ADVOCATE FOR BLM MOVEMENT
Bailee Clark
StaffWriter
“We should dedicate timeto doing one
good thing every day,” said Haleema
Bharoocha, a junior sociology major
at Seattle Univeristy. Bharoocha
and eight other students went on
an immersion trip in February to
Olympia, Wash., to advocate for
the Black Lives Matter movement,
celebrate African AmericanLegislative
Day and attend a rally that advocated
for a bill to change a few laws the
group considers unjust.
Separately, two marchestookplace in
Seattle on Saturday. “BlackLivesMatter
2.0” and “Tax March Seattle” wound
their way through downtown, starting
at Westlake Center. More than 18,000
people attended the BlackLives Matter
march, according to the Facebook
event page. Mohawk Kuzma, an
organizer with the Black Liberation
Front, according to The Stranger, said
the marchaligns with BLM s economic
justice platform, which calls for “a
progressive restructuring of tax codes
at the local, state, and federal levels
to ensure a radical and sustainable
redistribution of wealth.”
Under current state law, in orderfor
police officers to be convicted of the
use ofdeadly force, there mustbe proof
ofmalicious intent. Another law—the
Blue Lives Matter bill—designates
perceived threats and crimes against
police as a hate crime, even if the act
was done in self-defense. The group
sought to ammend laws like these.
The immersion trip took place from
February 17 to 20. During the trip, the
students met with the family of Che
Taylor, who was shot and killed by
police in February 2016. The students
heard his family’s story and further
understood why it is important to
fight against systemic injustice.
On African American Legislative
Day, the students held a panel to
educate young people about the
injustices that take place in our society
and what can be done to stand up for
the rights of all.
“It was wonderful to see children
who were so articulate about political
KYLE KOTANI • THE SPECTATOR
Marchers chanted with fists raised high in solidarity with the black community and Black Lives Matter.
matters. It was also sad. We talked to
6-year-olds who were worried about
their safety and aware of the threats
imposed on them. But it was inspiring
at the same time because the kids were
so courageous,” Bharoocha said.
Another student who attended
the immersion trip is [sophomore
nursing major Dominique Friz. She
described the experience as positive,
and helpful in many aspects of her
life. The students did workshops to
prepare for the immersion events and
they learned a lot of valuable skills at
these workshops.
“My favorite part of the immersion
was definitely the creative workshops,”
Friz said. “They did not only prepare
me for the immersion, but also
for other parts of my life. So many
organizers burn out because this kind
of work is taxing, but our organizers
reminded us the importance
of creativity, vulnerability and
having fun.”
The workshop taught the students
skills in alternative and fun ways.
They learned about forward breathing
through dancing, in addition to how
to be calm, yet able to make their
voices heard, in a rally.
The students also got to meet with
the aide of Senator Rebecca Saldana.
Saldana is a graduate of Seattle U, and
she supports changing the unjust and
discriminatory laws that are currently
in place.
“I’m grateful that Saldana is the
representative for the 37th district;
she is on the right side of history
when it comes to changing the laws,”
Friz said. “I liked getting to speak to
her aide, who talked to each of us
about our stake in the Black Lives
Matter movement.”
This year was the first year that an
immersion trip like this one took
place, but the goal is to continue the
work of the studentsand have another
immersion trip next year.
Ariana Chini, Program Coordinator
of the Office of Multicultural Affairs,
helped coordinate the immersion. She
described the students as having a
strong social justice lens and a desire
to do something to address injustice.
Several of the students, including
Bharoocha, will be speaking on a
panel on April 20 from 12:30 to 1:30
p.m. The panel, called “Report Back:
#BlackLivesMatter Immersion,” will
talk, about their experiences on the
trip, what they have learned and what
students at Seattle U can do to be
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betterallies and make an impact.
“I want more people to take action.
We can all do something. That is how
we can make real change happen—by
uniting and stepping up,” Bharoocha
said. “I hope the panel encourages
students to take action and not
be complacent.”
The immersion and the panel are
just a starting point. The students
plan to continue their work and
advocating for what they believe in
and encouraging others to do so, too.
“I’vebeenframing my understanding
of advocacy as existence as a form of
resistance,” Friz said. “I want to honor
my ancestors whose spirits are a form
of resistance.”
Bailee may be reached at
bclark@su-spectator.com
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THE 10
10 WAYS TO CELEBRATE
EARTH DAY
Plant a tree
©Go to the March forScience
©Get an Earth tattoo
e Go on a nature walk
©Hug a tree
©Limit your shower to fiveminutes
O Recognize how insignifi-cant you are in the grand
scheme of the universe
§ Be a tree
Recycle























SEATTLE UNIVERSITY CONTINUES TO NAVIGATE ITS
ROLE IN THE HOMELESSNESS CRISIS
Haley Witt
Staff Writer
A state of emergency is typically
declared in the wake of natural
disasters like floods, forest fires and
tornadoes. In November 2015, Seattle
Mayor Ed Murray declared that the
homelessness crisis here demands
an equal response.
According to the One Night Count,
a homelessness census conducted by
the Seattle King County Coalition
on Homelessness, there were at least
4,505 people, including children,
who were “unsheltered” on the street,
in a vehicle, shelter or transitional
housing in King County on January
29, 2016. This years results have yet
to be released yet, but numbers are
expected to climb.
Last Tuesday, Student Government
at Seattle University (SGSU) hosted a
panel and discussion called “How SU
Can Help Solve Youth Homelessness:
A Community Talk.” The panel was
comprised of five individuals who
have worked extensively on the
issue in the community, including
George Scarola, who was hired
by Mayor Ed Murray in August
2016 as the city’s first cabinet-level
directorof homelessness.
Scarola said the combination of
the affordability crisis, mental health
crisis, opiate epidemic and broken
foster care system is “the proverbial
perfect storm” for a homelessness
crisis to brew. He said he sees two
different ways that the community
can get involved in the effort to help:
politics and institutionalvolunteering.
“You can be an advocate and help
someone doing their political work
or you can be a board member...doing
the real, deep helping for individuals,”
Scarola said. “But, it seems to me that’s
the two levels we have in the world:
building institutions and programs
that can actually reach people and get
people when they need that help and
the political will that pays for that and
solves bigger structural problems.”
SGSU Freshman Representative
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Peter Hoang said he had the idea to
launch this event at the beginning of
the school year.
“Living in the Xavier Residence Hall
and going out with my friends quite a
bit during fall quarter, to see that there
was a lot of individuals on the streets
who didn’t have a lot of resources, and
a lot of clothing, and a lot of food...
obviously I want to help out, but
[wasn’t] sure how to go about that,”
Hoang said.
He attributed a lot of help to his
peers within SGSU and to Catherine
Hinrichsen, who has been the Project
Directorfor Seattle University’sProject
on Family Homelessness—originally
called the Journalism Fellowships on
Family Homelessness—since 2010.
The project was designed to foster
community awareness of family
homelessness and made contributions
to local news coverage that was
distributed to KUOW, The Seattle
Times, South Sound Magazine and
other local publications.
Recently, the Project on Family
Homelessness has focused on
the creation and distribution of
education graphics, and sharing the
lived-experience of those who have
experienced or are experiencing
homelessness. By coordinating
with national storytelling programs
like StoryCorps and The Moth, the
Project on Family Homelessness has
contributed to productions that have
aired on KUOW and NPR.
Shan Yonamine, a Seattle U senior
and student project assistant for the
Project on Family Homelessness, is
currently working on an upcoming
affordable housing education event
for students called “Renter’s Rights
101.” The event is being planned
in partnership with the Housing
Development Consortium, which
hosts Affordable Housing Week
and will feature speakers from the
Tenants Union and Capitol Hill
Housing. Students should expect
to learn about standard rent rates,
what a security deposit is and other
general renting practice information.
“The main idea behind that event
is, we noticed that a lot of Seattle
University students are about to
become renters or are already new
renters this year,” Yonamine said. “We
wanted to provide some information
for new renters because it can be
kind of difficult to navigate what is
normal and what is not, especially
since a lot of students here are away
from home and they’re not necessarily
with their parents.”
While the workshop is
comprehensive in the sense that
it’s providing educational tools for
students to be savvy renters, it is
not designed to guide students in
avoiding further gentrification of the
surrounding communities.
Historically, Capitol Hill was a
neighborhood of blue-collar artists
and workers, and was a safe-haven
for the gay community. In recent
years, though rent has climbed and
the diversity of its inhabitants has
shifted. Newcomers to Capitol Hill are
more frequently straight, wealthy and
white, and many communities around
Seattle are seeing similar changes.
Students who attended last week’s
youth homelessness panel inquired
about this issue during the question
and answer portion ofthis event.
“SU has an extraordinary amount
of influence as a landholder,” Jody
Waits, YouthCare Vice President
Development and Communications
Officer said. “And as a participant
of advocacy to say gosh, what if we
provided 300 affordable housing
units for students, what if we made
a commitment? What if we said a
quarter of our students are going to
be able to access college without any
cost to them?’ or ‘we’re going to save
those spaces to honor people that have
been left out of the system of higher
education’, which are the types of
clients that we see [at YouthCare]. So,
I think SU is getting a lot right, and I
think it has an extraordinary amount
of financial resource and power
that it could make some very brave
choices to leverage and set an example
for how urban colleges respond to
this problem.”
“Think about dorm rooms that stay
open all summer long with nobody
in them, how can those spaces be
utilized?” Annie Blackledge, Executive
Director of The Mockingbird
Society added.
The Mockingbird Society is an
advocacy-driven program driven to
improve foster care and end youth
homelessness. Blackledge said that,
when she began foster care advocacy,
she quicklyrealized that the problems
with the child welfare system and
increasing youth homelessness
go hand-in-hand.
She described an experience she had
recently at the Monroe Correctional
Complex, where she spoke with 30
inmates who had all experienced
being in foster care in their childhood.
“75 percent of them in that circle
had aged out of foster care into
homelessness and within two years
found themselves involved in the
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Image from an infographic created for the One Night Count in January.
Designed by Mandy Rusch, Digital Design Assistantfor the SU Project on Family
Homelessness, in partnership with All HomeKing County.
prison system,” Blackledgesaid. “These
are people who are going to spend 20
plus years behind bars. This has got
to stop. They call themselves ‘systems
"YOU CAN BE AN ADVOCATE AND HELP SOMEONE
DOING THEIR POLITICAL WORK, OR YOU CAN BE A
BOARD MEMBER...DOING THE REAL, DEEP HELPING
FOR INDIVIDUALS. BUT IT SEEMS TO ME THAT'S
THE TWO LEVELS WE HAVE IN THE WORLD:
BUILDING INSTITUTIONS AND PROGRAMS THAT CAN
ACTUALLY REACH PEOPLE AND GET PEOPLE WHEN
THEY NEED THAT HELP, AND THE POLITICAL WILL
THAT PAYS FOR THAT AND SOLVES BIGGER
STRUCTURAL PROBLEMS.’
—GEORGESCAROLA
humans’, they were raised by the child
welfare system, found themselves
in homelessness, and quickly found
themselves incarcerated. It is really a
pipeline, it really does exist.”
Blackledge said an
“interdisciplinary” approach is truly
necessary in combating homelessness,
and emphasized that the issue is
connected to other systemic obstacles.
Jody Waits made a similar
suggestion, when she refuted the
possibility of a “universal answer”
to the homelessness crisis. Waits
suggested that the solution needs to
be an individualized response.
“We’re going to think about who
needs help,” Waits said. “We’re going
to customize our response and we’re
going to remember that it’s expensive
because it matters and that helping
people move forward and paying for
transformation shouldn’t be and isn’t
cheap.”
Just last week, the city of Seattle
allocated $1.3 million in funding
to Compass Housing Alliance to
create an enhanced 24/7 homeless
shelter opening in summer 2017.
The city continues to accelerate the
work of Pathways Home through
the Emergency Operations Center,
or EOC, which has the ultimate goal
of moving all people into housing
and breaking down the barriers
that cause individuals to experience
homelessness.
“The city is working to build more
affordable housing in several ways,”
Scarola said. “As the voters passed
the largest housing revenue that we’ve
ever done, and that creates deeply
affordable subsidized housing, and
that’s the voters doing the lift and
paying for that. We’ve negotiated
with private developers how the next
50,000 units will get built and 40,000
of those will be market and 10,000
will be subsidized. How deeply we
can get those subsidized will mean
how many more units will serve very
low income people.”
In the meantime, many advocates
continue to directly contact their
local legislators, something that
Dimitri Groce, an organizer for the
Washington Low Income Housing
Alliance, says you can do every single
day. He encourages people who want
to get involved to subscribe to receive
action alerts about priority bills from
advocacy groupsof their preference.
“As advocates, we need to really
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step aside to really help center the
lived experiences of folks that are
most impacted by these things,”
Dimitri said. “To do that takes a
lot of inward thinking and a lot of
inward conversation happening with
communities that share your own
privileges like ‘Where, in a systemic
place, where are we benefitting?’ and
how to we leverage some of those
resources in a way to help other folks.”
Katie Hong of the Youth
Homelessness from the Raikes
Foundation, a non-profit philanthropy
organization that focuses on K-12
education and youth homelessness,
hopes to see the community rally
together in a deep and meaningful
way, and said the worst thing we could
do as a community is “just accept it.”
She argued that homelessness is not
an “inevitable” issue, but one that can
be tactfully and skillfully remedied.
“Just think about when a disaster
happens in any community, the
American Red Cross comes in and
sets up shelter, that’s a very typical
response,” Hong said. “If you ever
see an image of Red Cross kind of
shelter, that’s actually very similar to
a homeless shelter. So just imagine
people’s surprise, a week after a
disaster happens people camping out
in a school, you know in the school
cafeteria or in a school building. If that
same kind of reality existed a year, two
years, three years later ina community
that was hit by natural disaster, I think
most people would be like ‘WTF?’
like what’s up with that, why’s this
community still happening?’ but that’s
exactly what we’ve done with our
homeless populations.”
Haley can be reached at
hwitt@seattleu.edu
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PASEO: NOT YOUR AVERAGE HAM AND CHEESE SANDWICH
Carlos Cervantes
Staff Writer
10th Avenue, the longtime home of
Lost Lake Cafe, Gokan and IHOP,
has received a new addition to its
lineup of eateries, and not just any
restaurant either. Though new to the
neighborhood, Caribbean restaurant
Paseo is certainly no stranger to the
Seattle area, having already made
a name for itself with locations in
Fremont and SODO. Last year, these
predecessors earned the franchise a
much-covetedthirdplace in Yelps Top
100 Places Eat in the United States.
This accolade places it far above than
any other restaurant in Seattle, with
the next highest-ranking, Bakery
Nouveau, only placing 41st on this
list. On paper, it sounds like everyone
and their dog need to give Paseo a try,
which is exactly why I had to go test
the validity of these claims.
If you had to sum up Paseo’s appeal
and the reason it probably ranked so
high, it would most likely be because
it is different. Scanning the menu,
you will primarily see sandwiches
and a handful of other items like rice
dishes and salad. Typical fare, you
might assume, but the ingredients
and preparation are certainly not
something you will see elsewhere.
Without a doubt, it is a unique entry
in the landscape of Capitol Hill food,
but that raises the question: is being
unique enough to be noteworthy
and can it compete with more
established neighbors?
The word “paseo” is used in Spanish
to mean a recreational trip or venture,
something you see embodied from
the moment you walk into the
restaurant. It was very relaxed, with
an understated aesthetic that put
emphasis on the food rather than
distracting decorations. That may not
sound like much of a compliment, but
with so many restaurants dedicated to
the school of “modernchic” the more
grounded design was almost a breath
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of fresh air. It felt like the perfect little
nook to retreat to in bad weather to
enjoy some food and wait for the rain
to pass.
Going to Paseo takes one simple
prerequisite, and that is that you throw
out your preconceptions of what a
sandwich should look like. I can tell
you right now you that you wont find
much ham, turkey or bacon on the
menu, but there will very likely be
something that catches your eye. From
pork loin, to shoulder, to prawns,
Paseo’s sandwiches come furnished
with meats you’re not likely to see at
other sandwich places or least not all
under the same roof. Their options
are roughly an even split between
cuts of pork and seafood, but there
are also vegetarian options as well. As
previously mentioned, the sandwiches
are complemented by a small selection
of other dishes, like chicken and rice
or a salad, while also including sides
such as beans, chips and salsa.
Another detail I noticed just from
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Seattle University students Kyle Woo and Afina Lia Walton enjoying their Grilled Pork and Sauteed Prawns sandwiches.
looking at the menu was the unusual
amount of “sold out” stickers that
occupied their columns. More than
one fourth of the sandwiches weren’t
available on the day that I went,
which may or may not be a common
occurrence. Whether this a sign of
sales exceeding expectations or a lack
of responsible stocking wasn’t readily
apparent, but it is something to think
about if you plan on going.
While its name and ambience
suggest a degree of laxness, Paseo’s
service is anything but that.
Sandwiches are ready almost as soon
as you’ve gotten water and a place to
sit, which was a verypleasant surprise.
The two sandwiches I tried were Fish
of the Day and the restaurant’s most
requested option, the Caribbean
Roast. The roast was pork shoulder
prepared in a slightly sweet sauce,
served with jalapenos, lettuce, grilled
onions and a tad bit of spicy mayo.
The grilled onions in particular were a
standout garnish, but overall there was
too much competition between spicy,
sweet and the flavor of the meat for the
flavors to meld successfully. The Fish
of the Day, on the other hand, used
almost all of the same ingredients and
was much more successful, reining
back the saltiness of the fish, but not
drowning it out.
Paseo is a restaurant I’d recommend
to someone wanting to try something
different from what they usually eat,
but not someone looking for a new
spot to go to regularly. Though their
sandwiches are of decent size, they
don’t quite fill you up enough for the
$10-$12 price tag (though from a
flavor/ ingredient perspective they are
worth it). Conveniently located right
next to Neumos, you can give them
a try before a show and judge them
for yourself.
Carlos may be reached at
ccervantes@su-spectator.com
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BRITISH BLOSSOMS PLAY ON AMERICAN SOIL
Sam Schultheis
Digital Media Coordinator
Tom Ogden looked up from his guitar
between songs. “This is the most
intimate show we’ve done in a long
time,” the singer said coyly to the
crowd ofroughly 40 people.
“Intimate” is certainly one way
to describe Blossoms’ April 11
performance at The Vera Project.
While the room was far from full,
most of the audience seemed familiar
with Blossoms, singing along to
the songs. The opener, a local band
named Joyfield, was also well received.
Their rolling indie rock featured Ellie
Hanes’ soaring vocals, reminiscent
of Paramore and Misterwives, along
with crisp guitar, a great Cold War
Kids cover and, oddly, a lack of shoes
on stage.
Blossoms stood in contrast with
their opening band, long locks waving
and pants sitting high on the waist.
They’ve rolled out of the U.K. as part
of the new wave of British alt-rock,
crossing the Arctic Monkeys’ slanted
vocals and sauntering rhythm with
the synth-pop and 80s inspired hooks
of the 1975.
Before the show, Blossoms (singer
Tom Ogden, bassist Charlie Salt,
drummer Joe Donovan, keyboardist
Myles Kellock and guitarist Josh
Dewhurt) sat down with the Spectator
for an exclusive interview. As we
settled in, I asked how life on the road
has been. “It’s terrible,” Salt grinned.
“People singing your songs back to
you every night and paying money to
come see you is really, really awful.”
Like Salt, none of the others took
themselves too seriously, despite their
Extremely-Cool-and-British media
personas. This was exemplified by
a small secret they let me in on. “I
like it when Tom changes the lyrics
[onstage],” Salt said.
Ogden laughed. “That’s usually for
our benefit,” he explained. “When
you’re playing the same show over and
over you’ve got to find little ways to
have a laugh in...But in a loud room
no one knows what I’m saying, really.
It’s just funny...I’m gonna find a new
one tonight.”
Blossoms’ casual attitude started
with their formation. All five are from
Stockport, Manchester, and played in
different groups before haphazardly
joining as Blossoms in 2013.
“We used to go to parties at Myles’s
flat above a quarryhouse in Stockport,”
recalled Ogden. “He overheard us
saying we wanted a keyboard player
and he just nominated himself...and
now here we are in Seattle!”
“There was no interview for sound,”
Salt added. “Just straight in—‘I’ll
do it.’”
Donovan laughed at Kellock.
“Maybe we should’ve interviewed ya!”
The same ease and natural cohesion
between the five was visible on
stage. As they rotated through most
of their self-titled debut album,
their performance appeared to be
sheer muscle memory, a practiced
balance. Less cohesive, though, was
the relationship between the band
and their setting. Understandably
jetlagged, all but their top hits and
wildest guitar carried less energy than
I had hoped. They chatted and joked
occasionally with the audience and
one another, but space between songs
often felt awkwardly empty in the
small venue.
Perhaps it had something to do with
a band accustomed to performing for
thousands playing instead in a small
venue for less than 50 people. (“It’s like
starting again here,” said Donovan of
playing in the States for the first time.)
But as theycontinue touring through
intimate venues and large festivals
alike, Blossoms believes they’ll build
up an audience here just as in the U.K.
Donovan named Blossoms’ lyrics
as their greatest strength. “Tom’s
lyrics are very relatable, I think
that’s important.”
When writing those lyrics, Ogden
said he keeps it simple. Songwriting
happens in his messy room back
home, with a guitar and the keyboard
he learned to play piano on. Usually,
he’ll “just noodle about, just see what
happens,” he explained. “There’s no
rules to it.”
Asked for the music currently
inspiring them, the boys rattled off
a jukebox’s worth of artists: Childish
Gambino, Michael Jackson, Oasis,
Bruno Mars, Glen Campbell. The
playlists on their Spotify page
demonstrate their varied taste,
featuring those artists and more. “I
don’t think we’d classify ourselves as
music snobs,” Salt said. “If it’s a tune
it’s a tune.”
“I think you’ll hear stuff [in our
music] from all your favorite songs
across the years,” Ogden said. “If
you’re into pop music from across
the years, I think you’ll really enjoy
[our music].”
My favorite moment of the night
brought this appreciation for hit
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England’s rising band, Blossoms, performs at the Vera Project during their first
stop in the U.S.
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songs and Blossoms’ lighthearted
attitude briefly to the stage. Halfway
through the last song of their set,
“Charlemagne,” I caught Ogden’s
lyrical switch-up of the night. The
band rocking out between verses, he
glanced around and mumbled into
the microphone, “I’m a motherP**ing
starboy.” Few people in the audience
seemed to notice his pronouncement,
but his bandmates clearly did,
chuckling as they played their most
popular song to close out their first
show in America.
Sam may be reached at
sschultheis@su-spectator.com
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CRITIC’S CORNER: “13 REASONS WHY” TRIVIALIZES SUICIDE
Tess Owen
Staff Writer
“13 Reasons Why” is probably on
your “suggested” list in Netflix.
You’ve probably seen memes of it
circulating on your newsfeed. Maybe
you even read the book in your early
High School years and have been
anticipating the show for a while.
Long story short—this series is all the
rage right now and in order to give
you an adequate review I’m going to
have to include some pretty crucial
spoilers-fair warning.
So why is “13 Reasons Why”
blowing up your Facebook feed?
It’s not because of the decent acting
performances or Selena Gomez’s
production skills, but because of the
enormous controversy over the essence
of the series. This series is a cultural
phenomenon that our society has not
quite seen on such a wide-reaching
scope before: addressing the issue of
suicide in a way that is receiving some
serious backlash.
The series, based on a novel by Jay
Asher, focuses on a high school girl
named Hannah and the reasons why
she commits suicide. Right off the bat,
it is dark, intense and something you
have to mentally prepare yourself for.
I was expecting this as I had read the
book years earlier, plus the directors
lay out the premise of the show
pretty clearly in the first few minutes.
Hannah sends out 13 tapes that call
out the people who caused her pain
and ultimately led her to take her
own life. The audience follows along
through a fitting 13 episodes as our
protagonist, Clay, listens to the tapes
and reminisces on his relationship
with Hannah.
Within the first few episodes of the
series I got the intended message—
be careful with your words and
actions, because you never know the
impact they can have on others. As
the show progressed however, my
takeaway warped into something
much different. By taking her own life,
this young woman gained an ultimate
power over those who harmed her.
While watching this series, you are
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essentially watching those people
squirm over the pain they caused
her as they listen to her tapes, her
reasons why.
This is a problem because people
who are watching this show (mostly
young adults and teenagers) can see
that in some twisted way, the show
sensationalizes suicide to portray that
Hannah ultimately “won” over those
who bullied and abused her. For those
who have considered suicide and/or
are vulnerable, this can be a dangerous
message to draw from the series.
The series also misses the mark
when, in later episodes, the audience
watches as Hannah is graphically
abused and when she commits
suicide. Some people suggest that this
reads too much like a “how-to” guide
and has the potential to be incredibly
harmful. When I say this was graphic
I’m not kidding—this scene was gut
wrenching and my friend told me it
made him cry.
“There is a great concern that I
have...that young people are going
to over-identify with Hannah in the
series, and we actually may see more
suicides as a result of this television
series,” Executive Director for Suicide
Awareness Voices of Education
(SAVE), a nonprofit group with the
mission of suicide prevention, Dan
Reidenberg told ABC News.
“I’ve heard from others that are
really concerned because it’s so
sensational and so graphic that they’re
worried about the copycat effect of
suicide,” he added.
Another harmful aspect to the
show was that there were no other
alternatives laid out by the show at
the end of an episode. This means no
suicide hotline numbers or resources
of any kind. For a series that is so very
triggering, there was no effortmade to
provide the audience with even basic
resources. Additionally, there was no
mention of mental illness throughout
the show.
As far as the quality of the show
goes—it was good. If I said I didn’t
watch all 13 episodes in two days I
would be lying. But I thinkthe message
of the show (both the intended and the
unintended) overshadows the quality,
and it is a much more important
conversation to have.
If you or someone you know needs
help, please call the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-
TALK(8255).
Tess may be reached at
towen@su-spectator.com
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DIGITAL DESIGN COHORT’S “FLUX” EXHIBITION OPENS THURSDAY
Anna Kaplan
Staff Writer
As I stepped into the Vachon Gallery
inside the Fine Arts building Tuesday,
there was a constant flurry of
movement. 22 Digital Design majors
scampered throughout the room,
some tearing off the plastic to see their
finalized collections for the first time,
others beginning to plan where to put
their pieces along the walls.
The 2017 Digital Design cohorts
exhibition, titled “Flux,” has been in
the works since the first week of fall
quarter in September. The exhibition
is a part of their senior synthesis
course, where the students plan the
entire event, as well as show their
completed pieces from their time in
the program.
The students in the cohort said that
it’s been a verylong process, especially
in coming up with the concept
behind the exhibition. They said that
there was a lot of discussion in the
beginning, especially when it’s over
something that all 22 students had to
unanimouslyagree on.
Event Coordinator Aiden Earle
explained that the 2017 cohort is
extremely diverse in their aesthetics,
motivations, goals and ideals.
“One of the only threads between
all of us was the fact that we’re at the
beginning of our career and we’re still
changing and developing as people,”
Earle said. “We’re going into this
broad, ever-changing field, so that’s
really what we’re sharing: this growth,
this change and this very tangible
sense of motion and development.”
Associate Professor of art and art
history Naomi Kasumi added that
the meaning behind Flux is like a
river. “It’s about flowing, and how we
actually grow into something new in
the future,” she said. “Everybodyhas a
different type of movement and that’s
something we try to present as the
common denominator between all of
us as a cohort.”
Kasumi also said she noticed the
2017 cohort has had a special bond
from the beginning. She said that
every year has an inner process, but
as more people transferred into the
2017 cohort, they snowballed into a
big family.
“They each have their own role
in the family unit and that’s how
our harmonies balance,” Kasumi
explained. “So that kind of positive
and consistently fluxing attitude
makes them become better designers
and a betterperson as well.”
Co-Director of “Flux,” Chris
Mercurio agreed that this experience
has shaped him as a person. He said a
lot of the students have taken on roles
they have never done previously.
“We’re kind of fluxing into new
people, which has been an amazing
thing,” Mercurio said. “I knewthe type
of difference in what I wanted to do
for the show, but I didn’t realize how
much I would learn in the process.”
The aesthetic of the logo for the
exhibition reflects the students’
individuality within their cohort
family as well. Mercurio added
that it is a combination of joined
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The 2017 Digital Design cohort
lines and that each line represents
a person in the cohort, and their
particular journey.
“We’re always being in a constant
stage of flux and changing. We’re
finding our voice, and I think that the
logo resembles that in the way it looks
like a sound wave,” said Mercurio.
Junior Madison Vucci also explained
that they were debating how to create
something that could represent their
shared language of learning design
together, while also articulating their
own styles.
“I feel like w"hat we ultimately
ended up with really represents each
and every one of us, but also all of us
together in this fluxing thing,” said
Vucci. “With each individual circle,
we’re all together in our own styles.”
The exhibition itself highlights the
successes of the cohort’s designs. For
the cohort, “Flux” also symbolizes
how they have overcome challenges
in the past four years in becoming
better designers.
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“For students it’s really about
realizing where you were, where you
are now and where you’re going,”
Kasumi said. “I’m a process person,
so it’s more important to me what
they went through, and what we went
through, than what the gallery looks
like. That’s how I want to celebrate
all the challenges we overcome: at
this point, we can celebrate where we
could do the best.”
The Opening Reception for “Flux”
will be this Thursday, April 20, from
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. During the opening,
there will be a raffle for prizes, and all
proceeds will benefit Art with Heart,
a local charity that helps children
and teens overcome trauma through
creative expression. “Flux” will be on
display until May 4 in the Vachon
Gallery.
Annamay be reached at
akaplan@su-spectator.com
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“DAMN.” A WORTHY ADDITION TO KENDRICK’S CATALOG
Jenna Ramsey
Editor in Chief
“So I was takin awalk the other day...”
So begins (and ends) Kendrick
Lamars new album “DAMN.,” which
dropped on Good Friday. While it’s
not quite as long or theatrical as 2015 s
“To Pimp A Butterfly,” this latest LP
is as packed with social commentary
and rich storytelling as his fans have
come to expect, and its production is,
as usual, near flawless.
Like he did with his. last album,
Lamar ties “DAMN.” together with an
overarching narrative; this time about
a blind woman he sees in the street,
visibly struggling and tries to help.
I won’t spoil what happens next, but
once the image comes full circle and
repeats at the end of the last track, its
effect is striking.
Lamar isn’t shy with the themes on
this album—each song’s title carries a
pretty blatant stamp of meaning. But
on the wide scope, he seems primarily
concerned with contradictions:
humbleness versus pride, love versus
lust, wickedness versus weakness. The
first full-length song on the album,
“DNA.,” is a good example of this.
He follows the line “I got royalty, got
loyalty inside my DNA” immediately
with “I got dark, I got evil, that rot
inside my DNA,” using the track to
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look at both the positive and negative
roots of his heritage.
Similarly, “HUMBLE.,” which
premiered with a trippy music video
on April 7 as the album’s first single,
first condemns other rappers for
boasting their own success and then
argues Lamar is the best at what he
does. It’s another example of the irony
that pervadesa lot ofthis record. Entire
songs, not just lyrics, act in contrast
with one another; both in how they
sound and in the ways they address
specific concepts. On the closing track
“DUCKWORTH.,” Lamar says, “It
was always me versus the world / Until
I found it’s me versus me.”
The genres Lamar plays with on this
album are as wide-ranging as these
huge ideashe raps about. For the most
part, he’s left the jazz influences that
shaped “Butterfly” for more rock and
pop-inspired beats.
After the midway point he provides
some ear candy in the form of a love
song—aptly called “LOVE.”—which
fills the spot “Poetic Justice” and
“These Walls” held on his previous
two albums. This track features
perhaps the most memorable guest
feature, with Zacari delivering a
smooth falsetto chorus similar to what
we might normally hear from The
Weeknd or Majid Jordan.
The only big-name features here
are Rihanna and U2, and while they
fit in seamlessly, they don’t claim the
spotlight. Rihanna’s vocals are a great
compliment to Lamar’s monotone on
the “LOYALTY.” hook, and Bono’s
short coda to “XXX.” is a powerful
transition as the album nears its end.
Still, Lamar is in control—everything
else is instrumental.
A clear highlight is the eight-minute
“FEAR.,” in which Lamar switches
from his own perspective to that
of his mother’s, reminiscing on his
childhood and religious upbringing.
With songs like “FEAR.,” “DAMN.”
feels more introspective than
“Butterfly.” Lamar’s raps have always
been intensely personal—often
inspired by the harsh realities he faced
as a teen in Compton—but now more
than ever, he’s considering his massive
personal successes and how fame
has altered his life. Despite this more
inward focus, he continues to address
the injustice of systematic racism in
America, and creates music as a voice
for the city that raised him. In his
own words: “I’m not speaking of the
community, I am the community.”
One of the biggest achievements
of “DAMN.” is its total uniqueness
in comparison to the rest of his
discography. Ifsomeonehad wondered,
two years ago after the release of
“Butterfly”—or even last week—what
Lamar’s next project would sound
like, I doubt the prediction would have
come close to what we hear on this
album. He’s experimenting with new
sounds, new concepts and even new
vocal styles (this is the most straight-
up singing I think he’s ever done).
Most artists struggle in trying to make
complete a departure from previous
material, but somehow Lamar pulls it
off every two years.
Fully dissecting his work is a slow
process, but it’s clear from a few listens
that this new album will be among
the best of the year. “DAMN.” also
proves that even with more than one
masterwork under his belt, Lamar is
still not out of ideas—not even close.
Jenna may be reached at
editor@su-spectator.com
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NBA REGULAR SEASON AWARDS
Willy Goldstein
Sports & Opinion Editor
After another whirlwind season, it is
time to lookat the top performers from
the 2017 NBA season. As teams start
the playoffs, writers and officials from
around the league will be choosing
theirpicks for the top awards. Unlike
the pastfew years, there were no clear
cut choices for any of the awards,
making it a more difficult process.
After much deliberation, here are
mypicks.
MVP: Russell Westbrook, Oklahoma
City Thunder-
Look, James Harden and Westbrook
probably deserve to share this award.
Westbrook averaged a triple-double
per game and broke Oscar Robertsons
record for most triple-doubles in a
season. Harden had close numbers to
him, but led a better team to a better
record. Remove them from their
respective teams and they both drop
off, but the difference for me is that
the Thunder become a bottom-three
team without Westbrook. They don’t
have any other playmakers and his
high usage-rate this season isbecause
the team hasn’t surrounded him with
anyone worth passing the ball to.
Defensive Player of the Year:
Draymond Green, Golden State
Warriors -
Green had another year as the anchor
of a defense that was tops in the NBA.
The Warriors collapsed on defense
without Green in the Finals last year,
and should he be able to keep his legs
in check, they are the best bet to win
the title with his versatile play. He
can guard all five positions and does
so very well. He is also the emotional
base of this team and has lost the
award out to Kawhi Leonard the past
two years, it is time he gets his due.
Sixth Man of the Year: Eric Gordon,
Houston Rockets - Before this season,
Gordon played in only 19 games that
SPORTS
he didn’t start in his nine-year career.
But the guard reinvented himself as
the Rockets’ top player off bench,
slinging three pointers with the rest of
his team at a historic rate. He averaged
16.2 points per game (his highest in
fouryears) and made 3.3 threes a game
to help to Rockets create a dynamic
duo with him and James Harden. He
is also the first player to come off the
bench and hit 200 three pointers in
a season.
Most Improved Player: Giannis
Antetokounmpo, Milwaukee Bucks -
There is a chance Giannis could have
won this last year, but this year he
made an even bigger leap to possibly
a top-10 player in the league at just
the age of 22. He increased his point
average from 16.9 to 22.9, raised his
blocks and steals by half a point per
game, and increased his rebounds,
assists, and shooting percentages. He
is also the first player in NBA history
to lead his team in points, rebounds,
assists, blocks and steals. Last year he
made the leap from average to good,
but this year he made the leap from
good to great. He is now a player that
they can build around and on his way
to a top player in the league. He is a
special player and poised to help his
team made a deep run in the playoffs.
Rookie of the Year: Joel Embiid,
Philadelphia 76ers -
Despite only playing in 30 games,
there is no other clear choice. When
he played, Embiid dominated. He
was a physical force, a seven-footer
who could dribble the ball and shoot
from distance, but he could also take
it inside and dominate over any other
player in the post. The question is
whether he can stay on the floor. It
took him two years out of college just
to get healthy, so the 76ers are hoping
their potential franchise player wasn’t
just making a quick trip only to be out
another year.
Coach of the Year: Mike D’Antoni,
Houston Rockets -
D’Antoni took a broken Rockets
team and fixed them with his high-
speed offense. After a sad season last
year in which they stumbled in and
faded out of the playoffs, the Rockets
were reignited. Despite already
having a reputation as a three-point
shooting team, D’antoni took their
sharpshooting to new heights this
year. He installed James Harden
as their floor general and took off
from there. He won this award with
the Suns nine years ago, and he has
done it again, with his high flying
offensive attack.
Willy may be reached at
sports@su-spectator.com
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SOUNDERS DROP CASCADIA DERBY TO VANCOUVER
Cody Sargenti
Volunteer Writer
The Seattle Sounders continued their
season with a game in Vancouver
against the Whitecaps, and finding
wins are not coming as easy as in
their championship run last year.
They haven’t won in three games
and have not been able to produce
timely goals.
Once again, the Cascadia Derby
did not fall short of the exciting
and nail-biting football we’ve come
to expect between the two Pacific
Northwest teams. The Whitecaps
took away a crucial three points with
a 2-1 win over the Seattle Sounders;
a harsh blow to the defending league
champions. The Sounders are still
seeking to find their first away win of
the season, while the Whitecaps try to
keep theirhome winningrecord alive.
Action first broke with intense
offensive play from both sides. Clint
SOFTBALL CANT ESCAPE CLOSE LOSSES
Bailee Clark
Volunteer Writer
Last weekend resulted in three one-
run games and one win for Seattle
University’s softball team. The
Redhawks were in Utah last weekend
in a three-game match against the
Utah Valley Wolverines. The women
played one game on Friday, and the
Redhawks lost by just 1 run. The game
startedout slow, and it wasn’t until the
fifth inning that Utah Valley scored.
The Redhawks were able to tie up
the game in the seventh inning when
Cherise Silvan got a hit and advanced
to first base. She eventually scored
after a bunt and a hit propelled her to
home plate. The game was tied up and
things were looking hopeful for the
Redhawks until Utah Valley scored a
run and won the game. The final score
was 2-1.
They played two games on Saturday
in similar fashion to the game on
Friday. Two more close games led to
one win and one loss for the Redhawks,
20 SPORTS
Dempsey’s shot from 35 yards out, in
what seemed to be an impression of
NYFC’s David Villa from earlier that
day, got the wood working rattling. A
few close calls off the head of Freddy
Montero and Christian Bolanos at the
other end ofthe pitch saw the firsthalf
finish with a 0-0 score.
The stalemate ended in the 66’ after
a Cristian Techera cross from the
midfield met the head of Montero,
who sailed the ball past a diving
StefanFrei in the bottom right corner.
Montero struck again after a corner
kick touched off of Kendall Waston’s
head for Montero to grab his second
goal of the night against his former
team in the 80’. The Sounders came
back with intensity and substitute
Will Bruin found a goal in the 88’
after flicking in a low cross from
Nicolas Lodeiro. After a few more
close calls and brilliant defence from
the Whitecaps, the final whistle rang
for Seattle Soundersmarch home with
both by a one-run margin. The
Redhawks started out hot in the first
game on Saturday with 4 runs scored
in the first inning. It wasn’t until the
third inning that Utah Valley scored.
After a few impressive hits, including
doubles by Savannah Loomis and
Kayla Gonzales, the Redhawks racked
up four more runs in the fifth inning.
Things were looking up for the team
as they led 8-1. They scored 2 more
runs in the sixth inning, bringing the
score up to 10-1. Utah Valley nearly
caught up with 3 runs scored in the
sixth inning and a whopping 5 in
the seventh, but the Redhawks held
onto their lead and claimed a 10-9
victory. Unfortunately, the Redhawks
were not able to pull out a win in
their second game Saturday, and they
lost 0-1.
Coach Geoff Hirai told the team
that this upcoming weekend will be
the biggest weekend for them, as it
will set them up for what seed they get
in the conference tournament. Coach
Hirai hopes for wins in the upcoming
PHOTO VIA SUZANNE TENNANT, CAL SPOfttMEDIA
The Sounders celebrating during brighter times.
no points and a losing form.
The Sounders findthemselves sitting
in ninth in the western conference,
and are no doubt frustrated with the
form they’ve been in. Next week will
see them off away from home where
they will face another high pressed
attacking team, the LA Galaxy. A
challenging game, no doubt. In order
to win next week’s game the Sounders
are going to have to tighten up their
midfield possession and not allow
long ball crosses into the box. It won’t
weeks, but for that to happen the team
will need to stick to their training
plans and consistently perform well.
“We struggled all weekend with
consistency in all facets of the game.
We need to do a better job sticking to
our game plans in pressure situations
on offense. On defense, we need to
be able to make a big play when it is
a close game,” Head Coach Coach
Hirai said.
This weekend the team will take on
the University of Missouri-Kansas
City. After a bit of a rough weekend,
the teamwill have to workhard to stay
on their game. As Coach Hirai said,
“our hopes are always to win every
series minimum and play Seattle
U softball.”
The editor may be reached at
sports@su-spectator.com
be an easy win for them, but I do
predict a win for the Sounders. Let’s
hope Brian Schmetzer and his boys
in rave green and blue can start to
make another mid season turnaround
like last year’s season and get some
vital wins.
The editor may be reached at
sports@su-spectator.com
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TENNIS WINS IN REGULAR SEASON FINALE
Yesenia Varela
StaffWriter
It was senior day and the seniors had
their eyes and their rackets on the
win, especially playing on their turf.
During the final match of the regular
season, Seattle University’s men’s and
women’s tennis team both brought
home a win on Thursday, April 13,
against Puget Sound, 7-0.
“It’s always nice to win your last
regular season match, especially if it’s
ahome match,” said AdamReeb, head
coach for Seattle University’s tennis
teams. “It’s a good way for the team to
finish the regular season and a great
way for our seniors to close out their
career at SU.”
Both teams didn’t earn the win
without a challenge. Usually, senior
day comes with it the pressure for the
senior student-athletes to perform
their best. This heavy pressure can
often deter the student-athletes from
PITCHING CAN'T KEEP OPPOSING BATS QUIET IN SERIES LOSS
Willy Goldstein
Sports & Opinion Editor
Despite the offense remaining hot,
Seattle University (12-21-1,4-8 WAC)
was unable to win their series against
Universityof TexasRio Grande Valley
(20-19, 4-8 WAC).
The Redhawks opened up the away
series on Friday with a double header.
They split the games, losing the first
7-6, and winning the second 6-5.
The first game was a marathon,
going 12 innings and taking fourhours
to complete. They went down 2-0, but
climbed back into it to tie the game.
They would immediately give the
Vaqueros the lead again, but fought
back. Junior Curtis Perrin continued
his hot play of late, doubling in two
runs to tie up the game, his only hit
of the game. They came back in the
ninth inning scoring two unearned
runs. Freshman Austin Lively came in
the for the go ahead run, and senior
Aaron Stroosma scored to put them
up by two. But, senior Connor Moore
couldn’t close the game out, giving
executing to their fullest potential.
“We knew it was an opponent
we should do well against, so the
challenge there can be just keeping
your focus and energy up during
the match and not playing down to
your opponent,” said Reeb about how
the student-athletes overcame their
challenge. “I think we did a great job
with that across the board.”
Seattle U senior John Stormansand
sophomore Michael Schoettler won
6-1 in doubles no. 2. Storms continued
this success playing in singles no. 3,
dominating 6-0.
The women senior student-athletes
Barbara Carey and Kailyn Skjonsky
both won their singles and doubles.
The men’s tennis team had tallied
five loses before their final win of the
regular season, a season that wasn’t
looking too good for them.
What made this match special
was that it completed the senior’s
time playing tennis as Redhawks at
up two runs, including a home run.
The teams drew blanks until the 12th
inning when the Vaqueros used some
small ball to get the game winning
run in.
The second game looked much
different with the Redhawks scoring
five runs before UTRGV had one.
Theyscored one run in the first inning
and never gave up the lead. They
knocked in four in the fifth inning,
before giving those four runs right
back. But, they scored again for a little
cushion and were able to take the win.
Stroosma had two hits and one RBI
and junior Jack Reisinger had two hits
and knocked in three runs.
Junior Janson Junk (4-4) picked
up the win in the second game after
striking out seven and allowing just
two earned runs.
The final game of the series looked
similar to a lot ofthe Redhawks games
this season. They found themselves
in a hole early and had to rely on
the offense to get them back in it.
Like some games the offense was
able to turn it on, but in this game
Seattle University.
“It’s a culmination of so many years
of hard work,” said Reeb. “Connor
[Leahy] and John [Stormans] have
given everything they have to our
tennis program, and we’re so grateful
for that. It was a special thing to finish
their careers at SU with a win at home
in frontoftheir friends and family.”
Playing their final match of the
regular season, now both Seattle
University tennis teams are looking
forward to the Western Athletic
Conference tournament in Las
Cruces, New Mexico. The WAC
matches begin Friday, April 28 and
run until Sunday, April 30.
Seattle Universitywill have another
chance to beat the teams they lost
a couple of points to during the
regular season, like Chicago State
University. On Sunday, April 2, Seattle
University’s tennis teams was short
a point of tying the match against
Chicago State, 4-3.
it wasn’t enough as they lost 12-9,
despite scoring eight runs in the final
three innings.
Freshman Lucas Chapman (1-1)
did not fare well in his start, giving up
five rims in 3.2 innings. Sophomore
JakeTaylor and freshman Chase Wells
eachhad threehits on the game, with
Taylor scoring twice and driving in a
run. Lively had two hits and two RBIs.
The series loss was a disappointment
for the Redhawks after picking up
PHOTO VIA SEATTLE U ATHLETICS
The Redhawks are trying to climb back into contention.
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“We played these teams close in the
regular season,” Reed said, “while we
didn’t get the results we were hoping
for, I think we learned a lot and will
be an even better team going into
the tournament.”
The seniors might have finished
their regular season, but they, along
with the other tennis student-athletes
still have a tournament to win.
Yesenia may be reached at
yvarela@su-spectator.com
their first series win of the season
against Northern Colorado. Seattle U
isnow tied for lastplace inthe Western
Athletic Conference standings, but
with teams so close together they are
just three games out of thirdplace.
Seattle U returns home for a series
against Sacramento State, scheduled
to start at 5 p.m. on Friday.
The editor may be reached at
sports@su-spectator.com
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MELTING THE SEATTLE FREEZE
I’ve heard time and again that Seattle is a cold place, that the people here are
mean; that were sarcastic, passive-aggressive and no fun to be around. While
this may be true in some cases—I mean, everycity has its fair share ofintroverts
and assholes—the years I’ve spent living here have led me to think otherwise.
I was scrolling through facebook the other day when I came across an event
page for a viewing of Halley’s Comet. The event will be held on July 28 at Gas
Works Park. I clicked “interested” so I would remember the event later this
summer. Maybe I could go with friends.
What I didn’t notice was the year this event was being held. According to the
page, Halley’s Comet won’t pass Earth until the year 2061. Yes, there’s an event
page on facebook for something happening nearly four and a halfdecades from
now. (Side note: the last time the comet passed Earth was in 1986)
The page is hosted by Jessica Mayuga and two others—people I have and
probablynever will meet—whose comments suggest that the page was made for
friends, but obviously it grew into something much bigger.
“I can’t believe this Facebook event I had made for me and ten ofmy friends
gained popularity so quickly,” Mayuga said in a post. “For all of you who are
worried you may be dead in 44 years, it’s not too late to change some of your
lifestyle habits so that you will be able to joinus. Eating an antioxidant or two a
day surely won’t contribute to your death.”
Last I checked, more than six thousand people plan on attending. Naturally,
playful banter ensued.
Some examples ofthe funnier comments:
“IfI’m alive, I’m soooooo there!”
“IfI make it to 100 years old, I’ll be there. I missed it the last time.”
“I don’t think I can make it.. .will send my grandkids!”
Nothing says comradery like strangers from the same city trading jokes on
the internet. All things said, though I do believe the “freeze” is a myth created
by people looking for a reason not to go out, I have to take part of the blame for
why this narrative was concocted in the first place.
Most of the time, when I go downtown on my own, I do it to be alone. I do it
to get lost in the crowd, to conceal myself in the hustle and bustle of the city. I put
in my headphones, tune into my favoriteplaylist and zone out as I wander down
Madison, through Pike Place and along the waterfront. It’s one of my favorite
pastimes. It’s how I preservemy sanity.
In moments like that, I must not seem friendly or approachable to the innocent
stranger looking for a nod or a smile in passing. The truth is, I don’t expect that
from strangers so I don’t thinkpeople should expect that from me.
This city is not void of kindness. I’ve seen someone give up their seat to an
elderly person on the light rail. I’ve seen someone go out of their way to pick
up trash and put it in a garbage can. I’ve seen someone pay a stranger’s bus fare
because they didn’t have enough quarters.
This city isreplete withkind gestures, and I love it, but I’m not sure I want to
live here forever. Who knows, in 44 years I might find myself living happily on the
other side of theplanet. But, when Halley’s Comet soars above the Space Needle,
I promise that I’ll be here in Seattle, wearing a flannel and drinking Rainier out
of can with all you weirdos.
—Nick Turner, News Editor & ManagingEditor
The Spectator editorial boardconsists ofJenna Ramsey, Christopher Salsbury, Nick Turner, Tess Riski, Bill Goldstein, Shelby Barnes, and Cameron Peters. Signed commentaries reflect the
opinions ofthe authors and notnecessarily those of the Spectator. The views expressed in these editorials are not necessarily the views ofSeattle University.
OPINION
MAYOR MURRAY’S LAWSUIT
Last year’s presidential election justabout exhaustedmy patience with political
candidates embroiled in controversy. The investigation ofHillary Clinton’s private
email server and President Trump’s countless sexist, xenophobic and generally
hateful comments during the race overshadowed the actual reasons either of
them was running for the job. Personal drama took attention away from what
mattered: policy ideas and concrete plans for the future. Now, with Mayor Ed
Murray facing multiple accusations ofsexual assault, one in the form of a lawsuit,
the same could happen in Seattle’s upcoming mayoral election.
The Seattle Times broke the story earlier this month that a 46-year-old man
in Kent, Wash, is suing Murray for allegedly sexually abusing him in the 1980s.
Anothertwo men came forwardwith similar allegations about a decade ago, and
the mayor has denied their stories repeatedly. Murray’s lawyer said in a press
conference last week that a doctor’s examination of the mayor’s genitals did not
match his accuser’s description, but the announcement didn’t seem to do much
by way of quelling public concern.
The Seattle Times EditorialBoard wrote on April 12 thatMayor Murray should
drop out ofthe race to make way for more mainstream candidates—presumably
meaning candidates other than local activist and lawyer Nikkita Oliver, who
announced her campaign in March.
Just a few days after the op-ed ran, on Monday, former Seattle Mayor Mike
McGinn announced his own candidacy with a tweet that read: “Keep Seattle
McGinn 2017”. McGinn, who served as mayor from 2010 until 2013 when he was
defeated by Murray, is vying to get his spot back. The deadline for others to file
candidacy is May 19, and it doesn’t seem far-fetched to assume that a few more
of Murray’s rivals will see this as an opportune moment to run.
I moved to Seattle for college after Murray had already been elected mayor in
2013. I’ve had no major concerns about him in the past three years, and haven’t
known the city underany other leadership. But this isn’t as much about Murray’s
performance as mayor as it is about the upsetting details ofhis personal life edging
too far into the public eye. Even ifhe is found not guilty, it’s impossible for him
to return to a totally clean slate. When an entire city reads the headline that its
mayor has been accused of sexual assault, whether or not the accusation is true
becomes almost inconsequential.
This lawsuit will narrate the rest ofthis election if Mayor Murray keeps his
promise to run again. It would be disappointing to see the upcoming mayoral
race become overwhelmed by controversy instead of focused on the future of
the city. I hope Murray will choose to prioritize Seattle, and end his campaign
before it is completely lost in scandal.




Q* I want to be on wheel offortune. How do I get there?• Yours,
Getme Money
A Hello, Getme Money!• First, I would have to say that you should drop out of
* school and start studying all and any phrases that you
can think of. Then send in your audition tape to the Wheel of
fortune people and show them how fun you are (make yourself
for television). Finally, stock the producers of wheel of fortune
and force them to give you a spot on the TV Show.
Hope that helps,
Papa Jon
Q We are onlyfour weeks into the quarter and I amalready out ofmeal plan money... what should I do?#
HELP,
Hungry Student
A Hello, H. Student.• lam very sorry to hear about your dilemma... my only
* suggestion is that there is a lot of leftover food in the
compost bins throughout campus. Take the squirrels on campus
as an example and climb on in to get your next meal.
Fill that belly up,
Papa Jon




A Good day, M. Grey.• Just like the tracheotomy in the last episode, you got to
* take it slow and get through it piece by piece. That is
until the show bleeds out and dies. We will just have to
wait to see the train wreck (or plane wreck if you know what I
mean) continue.
We are in this together,
P. Jon
To submit a question, go to http://ask.fm/DearPapaJon. I can’t wait to
hear fromyou all!! Love, Papa Jon
by Jon Cantalini
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Campion Ballroom, Seattle University
May 15, 2017
We will be celebrating three outstanding local
Leaders with a networking event, award reception
and dinner in their honor.
Tickets for this event are available at -
https:/Awww.eventbfite.com/e/red-winqed-
leaderehip-awards^2Q174jdcets-31734038363
